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You may be asking yourself, “Is oral health really that important?” A 

resounding "yes" would be heard from all healthcare professionals. There is a 

distinct linkage between oral health and one’s overall physical health; the two 

work hand in hand. We all desire healthy communities, but we must put forth 

effort to build relationships and partnerships, develop an action plan, and 

advocate for systems change for better oral health in our communities. The 

state chapter of the Mississippi Oral Health Community Alliance (MOHCA) has 

been in existence for several years now.  In an effort to involve every county in 

the state, a goal of the state chapter is to have regional coalitions. The 

demographic locations will mirror the Mississippi Public Health Districts 

identified by the Mississippi State Department of Health.  At present, MOHCA 

regional meetings are being held around the state. If you or someone you know would like to participate in a MOHCA 

regional meeting, please call 601.576.7500. Please think about joining a regional chapter in your area.  

THANK YOU!! 

For those that know me or receive my emails often, you know by now that the phrase 
“Thank you!!” is the last line in my emails.  No, this is not part of my signature line but 
a personal thank you that I apply as a heartfelt attitude for communicating with me.  
With that said, I feel our October general meeting was a huge success as well as a 
turning point for MOHCA.   With new leadership and changes for the coalition, MO-
HCA will continue to grow and move forward with the focus of improving oral health 
for all Mississippians.  I have enjoyed serving as Chair and look forward to continued 
work through the Executive Committee for the remainder of this year.   I want to ex-
tend my deepest gratitude to Rahel Mathews, Natasha Bennett, Estelle Watts, Dr. 
John Roberts, Hope Ladner, Representative John Hines, Ann Sansing, Gennette 
Robinson, and Dr. Richardson for speaking at the October meeting.  I also want to 
recognize the Executive Committee and the work they do to support the Chair.  I 
couldn’t have done it without you!   Lastly, I encourage any general member to con-
sider holding a role with the Executive Committee.   MOHCA will grow with diversity 
and strengthen with leadership.  

So, THANK YOU!!       Carla Bassett, RDH/ MOHCA Past Chair  
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You can help improve Oral 
Health for all Mississippians 
because you know the needs 

of your community.  
MOCHA Membership 

Committee is continuing to 
recruit members throughout 
Mississippi.  You can make a 

difference in your 
community by becoming 

involved in MOHCA.  Oral 
Health is an integral part of 

one’s overall health.   

Please download the 
MOHCA Membership form 
at www.HealthyMS.com/

MOHCA or call us at 
601.576.7500.  

Our shining 

MOHCA star... 

Rahel Mathews  

She graciously accepted the office of secretary 
for MOHCA  in 2010  and is doing a splendid 
job. Many times, the person doing this job gets 
overlooked, but the secretary's  job is the 
backbone of the organization in my opinion and 
one of the more time consuming jobs. Rahel has 
put an enormous amount of time and energy 
into MOHCA at the state and regional levels 
and for that we would like to say THANK 
YOU  for a job well done! Your work does not 
go unnoticed. 

To recognize a shining MOHCA star in your area please send submission to 

MOHCA@Healthyms.com 

Greetings.  My name is Carol Black and I am honored and pleased to accept the position of Chair-elect of MOHCA.  At the re-
quest of the executive committee, I will attempt to introduce myself to you.   

As a dental hygienist, I have worked in private practice, been an instructor at the University of Mississippi Medical Center, and in 
2004 was the first Oral Health Consultant employed by the MS State Department of Health.  I am currently living in Northeast 
Mississippi, where I do temp work at dental offices in the area.  I also do volunteer work for a non-profit organization called 
“CATCH Kids,” which has free health clinics for children in Pontotoc, Lee, and Chickasaw counties.   

A significant portion of my time in the past year has been dedicated to serving as president of the MS Dental Hygienists’ Associa-
tion (MDHA).  I am pleased to say that MDHA is working together with MOHCA and the State Department of Health to pro-
mote oral health in MS.  This collaboration will culminate in our first-ever joint Oral Health Summit on Friday, April 13, 2012, in 
Pearl, MS.   

It is gratifying to see the progress that has been made by MOHCA since its inception about six years ago.  As an employee of Dr. 
Nicholas Mosca, who was putting together this new coalition, I was one of only about a dozen people at the first organizational 
meeting of MOHCA.  Now MOHCA has well over 200 members and is supported by many organizations in MS.   

I look forward to the future of MOHCA and the future of oral health in Mississippi.  I offer my time and services to contribute to 
both.  Please feel free to contact me by e-mail at Carolblack0244@yahoo.com. Your ideas for progress are always welcome as we 
collaborate for the citizens of Mississippi. 



DentaQuest Foundation Grant 

O ctober is Nation Dental Hygiene Month.  In 
celebration of the dental month, the MS State Oral 
Health Program and the Mississippi Oral Health Community 
Alliance (MOCHA) set up a booth with valuable oral health 
information and held a contest for prizes.    
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Many of you may have heard that the Mississippi State Department of Health’s Oral Health Program, 
along with MOHCA, was awarded a DENTA QUEST Foundation grant to accomplish 4 main goals with 
objectives and activities outlined for each goal. In short, we need your help to accomplish these goals. 
The first goal revolves around recruitment. First, on the agenda is to determine who is passionate, 
willing, and has the time to be involved in MOHCA.  As leaders in your communities, we're certain that 
your input in developing  an action plan for oral health in Mississippi is a valuable investment of your 
time.  We really look forward to working with you. 

 
The four main goals for the grant are as follows:  
1) Recruit a diverse group of stakeholders to enhance leadership and strengthen dental public health 
infrastructure at the regional level in order to improve community-based prevention activities 
2) Increase participation in Prevention Programs  
3) Medical/Dental Collaboration - Engage medical professionals in both public and private sectors to 
promote oral health across disciplines 
4) Develop an effective process for planning the Mississippi Action Plan for Oral Health 2014 

Congratulations to our Winners: 

1st place winner is Donald Thigpen from the 
Maintenance department.  He has won an in-office 
whitening system compliments of Dr. Anthony Newman 
sponsored by MOHCA. 

 

2nd place winner is Steve Johnson from the PIMS 
department.  He won a $25 gift certificate to  

Wal-Mart courtesy of Henry Schein. 
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Simpson Central TATU Team supporting Dental Awareness Month 

2x2 a 

family 

event  
Simpson Achievement Center 

Generation FREE Team 

Door Pr
izes!!!  

Meeting sponsor United Healthcare  

 

MOHCA’s Executive  Committee 

MOHCA held its General 

Meeting on October 21 

in Clinton, MS. 

Students at Lexie Head 

Start in Tylertown 



 

Better Oral Health for Mississippi 

Post Office Box 11533 

Jackson, MS 39283‐1533 

Phone: (601) 576‐7500 

Fax: (601) 576‐8190 

E‐mail: MOHCA@HealthyMS.com 

Visit us on the web at: 

www.HealthyMS.com/MOHCA 

www.facebook.com/MSMOHCA 

Our mission is to: 

 Offer a comprehensive approach to improve the oral health status 
for Mississippians by serving as an advocate for optimal oral 
health 

 Mobilize community partnerships between and among policy 
makers, state agencies, professionals, organization, the public 
and other groups that are interested in improving oral health 

 Develop plans and policies that improve oral health through a 
collaborative process; and 

 Establish an oral health services infrastructure that assures the 
protection, promotion and provision of oral care for all 
Mississippians.  

Before joining the MS State Department of Health Oral Health Program, Dionne 
J. Richardson, DDS, MPH, provided consulting services for federal granting 
agencies, school-based health programs and federally qualified health centers in 
Louisiana. She also served as the state dental director for Louisiana and 
assistant professor of the LSU Health Sciences Center School of Dentistry for 5 
years.  She graduated from Xavier University in New Orleans and Meharry 
Medical College School of Dentistry in Nashville, TN.  Upon completion of her 
D.D.S. degree, she continued her post-doctoral education as a clinical and public 
health resident at the Eastman Institute for Oral Health at the University of 
Rochester Medical Center where she also received her Master’s in Public Health. 
At the University of Rochester, Dr. Richardson fostered her interests in health 
services research and oral health care for the elderly and developmentally 
disabled through additional fellowships and training opportunities with the Agency 
for Healthcare, Research and Quality, the Maternal and Child Health Bureau, the 
National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial  Research, and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. She later joined the faculty of the Eastman 
Institute and the University of Rochester Medical Center where she served as a 
researcher, instructor and clinician. 
Recently she participated in the National Public Health Leadership Institute. 
Through this experience, she worked among a select group of public health 
leaders throughout the country to enhance their leadership skills in public health 
practice. She actively participates in dental professional and philanthropic 
organizations.   
Dr. Richardson believes her most valuable accomplishment is her family.  She is 
married to Rev. Chaun Richardson; and they have been blessed with two 
children, Jonathan and Cristiane. 
Through her wealth of experiences, she feels very fortunate to have had such 
opportunities to advance her skills and knowledge as a public health 
professional. Furthermore, she is firmly committed to health promotion and 
improving access to care.  She echoes the messages of the U.S. Surgeon 
Generals, past and present, that oral health is a vital component of overall health.  
Dr. Richardson is excited to be in Mississippi and looking forward to working with 
the Oral Health Program Team to combat oral diseases affecting residents of 
Mississippi, especially affecting children and underserved populations. 

 
  If you have announcements you 
would like to include in MOHCA’s 

newsletters please send your 
submissions to  

MOHCA@HealthyMS.com  

Find your local  tobacco coalition at 
www.tobaccofreems.org. 

Thank you to Tawni Basden for submitting 
photos of MOHCA events for the Newsletter. 

Thank you to everyone who helped do-
nate blood with MS Blood Services. In 
return for MOHCA supporting the 
blood drive we will have a FREE day of 
advertising on Lakeland Drive.   Look 
for MOHCA on the digital Billboard  in 
front of MS Blood Service main office.  

http://webmail.msdh.state.ms.us/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.tobaccofreems.org�
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